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TO THE EDITOR:

Rocking my “I VOTED 
TODAY” sticker! Just want to be 
sure EVERYONE goes out and 
votes. The 2020 election is critical 
to the future of our country. VOTE! 
Rarely do I endorse a candidate, 
but I must give a shout out for 
JENNIFER DACEY for JUDGE 
- District 3B, Seat 2. Pro-Life. 
Pro-Recovery. Pro-Community. 
Pro-Bible. Please VOTE!

GINNY BAYSDEN

Morehead City, N.C.
Feb. 26, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:

As a lifelong Republican, and 
one who is strong in my Christian 
faith, I feel it is my duty to bring 
to light what is happening in our 
local Republican politics. 

In the past, I have put a fair 
amount of trust in the local Tea 
Party endorsements. After recently 
attending the candidates forum at 
the county Republican headquar-
ters, however, I was shocked at 
what I saw “behind the curtain.” 
Ephesians 5:11 says “Have noth-
ing to do with the fruitless seeds 
of darkness, but rather expose 
them.”

The candidates endorsed by 
the Tea Party generally seemed to 
assume that they had their races 
locked up. Bob Cavanaugh, as the 
incumbent County Commissioner 
in District 3, did not seem to have 
a prepared speech as to why he 
should be re-elected. His challeng-
er, Chimer Clark, gave an informa-
tive speech about his experience 
as a former Marine, and a small 
business owner. 

During the Q&A time, Mr. Clark 

was asked a question about fund-
ing for the school system. Before 
he could completely answer, Mr. 
Eddie Bo Wheatly (incumbent 
candidate for District 5 county 
commissoner’s seat) abruptly shot 
the question down saying that 
questions regarding educational 
funding should be directed toward 
the Board of Education candidates. 
Nobody contested this, and the 
conversation was closed. What’s 
disturbing about this, however, is 
that the county commissioners are 
responsible for funding the school 
system. Sadly, no one was willing 
to challenge Mr. Wheatly on this 
point.

Regarding the board of educa-
tion candidates, the Tea Party has 
endorsed Mr. Buttery for District 
2. One of the attendees asked Mr. 
Buttery about how often he had 
attended the board of education 
meetings. This person said she 
had been attending almost every 
BOE meeting over the past year, 
and she had never seen him before. 
Mr. Buttery admitted that he had 
seldom ever attended a BOE meet-
ing. When asked the same ques-
tion his challenger, Mrs. Katie 

Statler, indicated she had attended 
most of the BOE meetings over the 
past two years. How can the local 
Tea Party responsibly endorse a 
candidate who has shown no real 
interest in the race he is running?

The western schools are burst-
ing at the seams (with more growth 
coming), and the MaST school 
has had trouble getting local sup-
port. When a sitting commissioner 
refuses to allow discussion about 
local school funding, it shows we 
desperately need change on the 
local level in our Republican lead-
ership.

To my fellow Christians, 
I would encourage you to thor-
oughly research the candidates. 
There are many who run under the 
“Christian conservative” flag, who 
don’t behave like true Christians. 
There was no sense of Christian 
fellowship at the candidates forum, 
despite the Tea Party running ads 
in the News Times recently about 
their endorsed “Christian conser-
vatives” running for office. 

I encourage you to consider 
Chimer Clark, Katie Statler and 
Andrea Beasley in their races.

ZACHARIAH CHANDLER

Stacy, N.C . 
February 28, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:

I am writing this letter in 
response to Francis Marion aka 
“The Swamp Fox” and his guerilla 
warfare attack on me published 
in your paper earlier this week.  
I suppose his letter was retribu-
tion for my earlier endorsement 
of Travis Day and Jerry Buttery 
for Carteret County Board of 
Education. Having worked pro-
fessionally with both gentlemen, 
I wanted to offer my support to 
their campaigns.  I had no idea 
that by doing so, I would become 
the target of a person who refuses 
to even publish their name and 
instead sends in a letter signed 
with the name of Revolutionary 
War military officer.

To begin with, let me state that 
I have been involved with politics 
for all of my life. Some of my 
earliest memories are of attending 
political rallies with my grandpar-
ents.  I make no apologies for that. 
As an adult, I have spoken with 
elected officials from the court-
house to the White House. I speak 
with them as a mother, as a com-
munity leader, and as an advocate 
for those who live Down East and 
especially the commercial fisher-
men.  For years, I have contributed 
to numerous politicians from the 
county level to the state and feder-
al level. We live in America, and I 
can give to any candidate I choose. 
I have spoken to candidates since 
being elected to the school board, 
but have never done so in any 
way other than as an advocate for 
our schools and a cheerleader for 
the amazing teachers and students 
who make up our district.  

Let me address my position 
on MaST, which I feel certain is 
the root of Mr. Marion’s issues 
with me. MaST was marketed to 
me as a trade school before I was 
ever elected, and I supported it. 
But by year two, the word on the 
street was that it was an academy 
for academically gifted kids, or a 
science institute. Furthermore, we 
were shocked to look at enroll-
ment numbers and see how ineq-
uitable the distribution was across 
the county. 

   As the representative for East 
Carteret, I knew that if this same 
trend continued, the students at 
East Carteret High School would 
suffer.  I read the report submit-
ted by principal Katherine Steele 
and was shocked to see what was 
happening at East and what could 
ultimately happen at East if these 
trends continued. In five years, 

20% of the student population 
could be gone. I told everyone to 
go read the 800-page MaST report 
and to read Ms. Steele’s report.  I 
also re-read the application CCPS 
provided to DPI on whom they 
were going to serve. By year two, 
the students coming in didn’t fit 
this model. For example, 38 of 
the 50 students had parents with 
college degrees. Where did the 
first-generation college piece go? 
CCPS needs to serve who they say 
they are going to serve.  

  As an alternative to the current 
model, I mentioned doing an early 
college like Pitt County offers. 
Kids stay at their local high school 
for their first and second periods 
and then are bussed to the com-
munity college. We could provide 
more children opportunities if that 
were the model. Ultimately, my 
decision to vote to end the pro-
gram was the lack of state funding.  
Lack of funding has been from the 
beginning and continues to be the 
most significant piece of the prob-
lem. It has NEVER been these 
kids versus those kids. We have 
the state’s best high schools and 
students! And as a board, our com-
mission is to serve every student in 
our county.  

Another piece of information in 
this “Swamp Fox” letter was tire 
sales.   This is so petty that I hate 
to even address the accusations 
of impropriety.  Chadwick Tire 
Company has sold CCPS tires on a 
state contract for over twelve years.  
I have tried on numerous occa-
sions to explain the this process 
because two articles in the Carteret 
News-Times did not explain how 
it worked.  For example, if our 
company buys the tires for $150, 
we then sell and deliver the tires 
to CCPS for $100. Following their 
purchase, we go online and apply 
for a credit for the difference from 
the tire manufacturer.  Then the 
tire manufacturer pays our com-
pany a six dollar delivery commis-
sion. We receive no commission 
from any government agency. The 
TIRE MANUFACTURER PAYS 
the ONLY PROFIT I receive. 
Since April 1, 2019, when I made 
everyone aware I was doing busi-
ness with CCPS, they have done 
$109.00 worth of business with 
Chadwick Tire.  When I was elect-
ed, I purchased my own laptop 
because I did not want CCPS to 
buy me one and I have also been 
giving my salary to my schools 
through various sponsorships, 
events and Donors Choose. I’m 
not in this for the money. 

The previous editorial also 

mentions legal fees.  If you want to 
go there, let’s talk about the legal 
fees incurred by Carteret County 
Public Schools to research emails 
between board members and cen-
tral service?  No one is talking 
about that, but it is referenced 
in the Superintendent’s resigna-
tion letter that was linked to the 
“Swamp Fox” letter. Please go see 
the resignation letter and take note 
that a lack of a pay raise and board 
of education members asking hard 
questions were both reasons that 
led to Mr. Bottom’s resignation.  

The inequities that are men-
tioned in the “Swamp Fox” letter 
are the reason I ran for CCBOE.  
I could not believe my eyes the 
first time I went to East Carteret 
after being away for twenty plus 
years:  condemned tennis courts, 
porta-johns on baseball and soft-
ball fields, and an auditorium that 
was pitiful with rusty seats from 
the old movie theater.  At one point 
this summer, I mentioned taking 
my first year’s school board sal-
ary and adding my own money 
to make a five thousand dollar 
donation to the ECHS Booster 
Club for tennis courts.  Our plan 
was to reach out to the local busi-
nesses and alumni to raise the 
additional funds. Mr. Bottoms 
completely shut down that idea. 
Imagine my surprise when, after 
a few months, Morehead Middle 
School had privately fundraised 
to replace their gym floor. What 
works for one school should work 
for all of them. 

It is amazing to me that my dis-
trict, the kids from Cedar Island to 
Harkers Island, South River, and 
Beaufort, and the schools east of 
the Newport River are never treat-
ed the same as those in the rest of 
the county. If people had done the 
right thing and kept equal opportu-
nities for children ALL ACROSS 
Carteret County, I would have 
never run for office!

I am a voice for DOWN EAST 
and the people of District Six.  
That is how I was raised. The 
people of Carteret County should 
be ashamed of how our smaller 
schools are treated compared to 
the larger schools.  We are living 
in the 21st century. People need to 
do what is right by making all our 
schools equitable! We do not want 
any more than anyone else has, 
we just want the same, whether 
you live in Cedar Point or Cedar 
Island.  

KATHRYN SMITH 
CHADWICK

District 6 Carteret County 
BOE Member

A voice for Down East

Beaufort, N.C.
Feb. 28, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:

The purpose of my letter is to 
offer my endorsement for Travis 
Day for School Board. I have 
had the pleasure of serving with 
Travis on the Board for the last 

year. Travis is detail oriented and 
incredibly thorough. He goes to 
great lengths to understand all 
sides of an issue before form-
ing an opinion. Once formed, his 
opinion does not waiver or waffle 
in the fickle winds of political 
pressure. He sticks to his values 

and simply does the best he can 
to protect the taxpayer and pro-
vide opportunity for all children 
within our county.   Travis Day 
has served this county admirably 
and he deserves your vote on 
Tuesday.

BRITTANY WHEATLY

Travis Day deserves your vote
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Competitive races 
bring better results
Election season is 

upon us with hours 
of political ads on 

broadcast stations, post 
cards arriving by mail, 
roadside signs and pages in 
the newspapers demanding 
our attention. And albeit 
distracting, all of these 
messages are a sign that 
civic involvement is alive 
and well.

This democratic republic 
is dependent upon civic 
discourse with it’s incum-
bent debates and argu-
ments, and also dependent 
upon civic involvement. 
That civic involvement 
is most obvious in the 
willingness of citizens to 
invest their time and egos 
to run for public office. 
Fortunately, we are seeing 
in the local elections just 
such an investment.

While the nation writ 
large is focused on the 
national issues of the pres-
idential race, the really 
important issues and races 
are those closest to home. 

It’s very easy to get 
caught up in the big noisy 
races at the national level 
and overlook the ones that 
impact our lives on a daily 
basis - the local races. The 
selections we make in the 
local primaries this week 
will determine the issues 
to be debated and decided 
in the November election 
such as the how tax rev-
enues are used and priori-
tized, and how our schools 
will serve a growing stu-
dent population.

This week’s prima-
ry races, to be decided 
Tuesday, are an indication 
that there is still energy 
and recognition in serving 
the public in elected office 
and there is still a willing-
ness to compete within the 
party. For too long there 

has been a sense that the 
Democrat and Republican 
parties have been mono-
lithic and that candidates 
have been hand-picked to 
toe a distinct party line 
without variance. That 
is not the case this go-
around.

The Republicans have 
competitive races in the 
board of education race. 
Katie Statler is vying with 
Jerry Butler to represent 
District 2.  Andrea Phillips 
Beasley, daughter of the 
publishers of the News-
Times, is running against 
Travis Day, former chair-
man of the current board 
of bducation for District 
4.  On the Democrat ticket 
Jennifer Johnson is com-
peting with Jake Godwin, 
incumbent, to represent 
the county’s BOE District 
2 in the November general 
election.

In the county commis-
sioner’s race, Chimer 
Clark is running against 
incumbent Bob Cavanaugh 
for District 3 for the privi-
lege of representing the 
Republican ticket in the 
November election.

Granted these are only 
four competitive primaries 
out of 11 local races in 
various districts, but they 
are an indication that there 
is energy in the system and 
a growing interest among 
young residents willing to 
seek public office.  

If voters want choices, 
they have to prove to these 
and future candidates that 
their personal investments 
of time and energy are 
appreciated. We owe it to 
the candidates, and par-
ticularly those who have 
opted to run competitive 
races, a vote of confidence 
and appreciation by sim-
ply voting this Tuesday.  

When writing
The News-Times attempts to 

publish every letter it receives 
except those judged to be an 
invasion of privacy, libelous, 
obscene or plagiarized. Letters 
must be signed and include an 
address and phone number. 
They may be edited for space 
and clarity.

Please vote!
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