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Time to oust Travis Day
Harkers Island, NC
Feb. 21, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:
On March 6, 2016, The
Carteret County News-Times ran
an Election Guide on the candidates running for office. At that
time, Travis Day was running for
the County Board of Education
District 4 seat. Candidates were
challenged to take a position on
several topics. When asked to
identify a “fresh idea” he could
bring to county schools with limited funds, Mr. Day stated “More
real world applicable skills for
today’s job market: computer science, technology, entrepreneurial,
business and vocational.” He also
stated he was “anxious to scrutinize BOE budgets for ALL examples of overspending.”
After winning his seat on the
Board of Education and being
elected as chairman, he began an
all-out war to close the Marine
Science and Technologies (MaST)
Innovative High School. This
school is the very epitome of real
world skills for today’s job market. His attacks came in the form
of superfluous letters to the editor over the course of two years,
an entire website dedicated to
shutting the school down, and
spearheading an attempt at closing MaST with total disregard
for the statutes and policies for
doing so. This led to our citizens
being forced to threaten a lawsuit
against the Carteret County Board
of Education in order to save a
school that many taxpayers, business leaders, educators, and students support and were thrilled to
have in the community.

This has come at an unbelievably high cost to the taxpayers
of Carteret County. The MaST
related attorney fees for June and
July 2019 were $19,229. That’s
a huge amount of money wasted on what many consider to be
Mr. Day’s personal vendetta to
close down that school. Isn’t that a
prime example of ALL overspending by the BOE? It is especially
significant since Mr. Day is constantly proclaiming himself to be
“truly fiscally responsible.” I’m
wondering why he was so frivolously spending that money when
he always claims to be sharpening
the BOE’s pencil?
But the cost has been so much
more than what you can put a dollar amount on. We have lost great
leaders in our educational system
as a direct result of the pressure
and the political maneuvering that
has been taking place over the
past four years while Mr. Day
was Chairman of the Board of
Education.
Mr. Day campaigned and was
elected by promising to focus on
making real world jobs attainable
to our children in the Carteret
County Educational system
while also scrutinizing the budget to save money. What an epic
failure on both counts! Ousting
Travis Day will be the first step
in standing up to the questionable politics that have eroded the
trust and caused serious divisiveness within our school system’s
administration. We literally cannot afford another 4 years of this
man. It’s time to put an end to
this Day!
ROBIN ANDREWS MEYER

Carteret BOE elections
Morehead City, N.C.
Feb.19, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:
One of the words that seemed
to be out of vogue these days, is
“balanced.”
For example, how often are
journalists “balanced” when they
are writing a story about national
political matters?
For example, how often are
scientists “balanced” when they
are studying an issue like global
warming?
For example, how often are
citizens “balanced” when they are
expressing their views about their
local representatives?
In all these cases, a “balanced”
assessment would be a thorough
and objective acknowledgement
of the pros and the cons of the
topic at hand. Rarely is that ever
done anymore.
As a local case in point, consider the Carteret Board of Education
(CBOE). It’s a no-brainer to find
fault with a particular action, or

RALEIGH —
or many months now,
Democratic Gov. Roy
Cooper and the Republicanled General Assembly have been at
an impasse. The legislature enacted a state budget plan for the
2019-20 fiscal
year that included pay raises
for teachers and
state employees,
more state funds
for school conJohn
struction, and
money to impleHood
ment cost-saving
reforms of North
Carolina’s Medicaid program.
Cooper vetoed it, insisting that
the teacher-pay raise should have
been greater, the state should borrow to build schools rather than
relying on cash appropriations, and
that North Carolina should expand
rather than just reform Medicaid.
Neither side has budged.
The good news is that, unlike
the federal government, North
Carolina’s government has a failsafe to avoid shutdowns. In the
absence of a new budget, the 201819 spending plan is still in place,
modified in some areas by “minibudgets” Gov. Cooper was willing
to sign. And now we have another
piece of good news, from the standpoint of getting a final budget deal
done. Improbably, the news comes
not from Raleigh but from the
nation’s capital. Also improbably,
it involves a federal court decision
regarding other states’ Medicaid
expansions.
A three-judge panel of appellate
judges in Washington, D.C. found
that the Affordable Care Act did
not extend to states the option of
making Medicaid eligibility con-

F

ditional on work requirements.
In several Republican-led states,
work requirements proved critical
to convincing conservative lawmakers to join with progressive
ones to expand Medicaid. Both the
Obama and Trump administrations
have been willing to accept work
requirements for childless, nondisabled adults.
The appeals court proved
unwilling. The “core objective of
Medicaid” is to provide “medical coverage to the needy,” the
decision states. Whether work
requirements encourage personal
responsibility or even smooth the
transition from public assistance to
private coverage, such outcomes
are not the proper goal of the program.
If you are a conservative who
thinks work requirements for
public assistance are necessary to
reduce the fiscal and social costs
of welfare, you won’t like this
decision much. And if you are
a Democratic legislator or activist who’s been trying for years
to fashion a Medicaid-expansion
compromise that could pass the
North Carolina legislature, you
won’t like the decision, either,
because it made any such compromise impossible.
Let me state this more clearly: Medicaid expansion in North
Carolina is now a dead issue. It
cannot pass either chamber unless
Democrats can win majorities in
2020 or some future election. For
now, at least, the debate is over.
Roy Cooper clearly thinks
Medicaid expansion is such a popular idea that North Carolinians
will punish Republican legislators
and candidates for opposing it.
Fine. He should take his case to
the voters — and make it clear
to the General Assembly that

Medicaid expansion is no longer
any kind of impediment to striking
a budget deal.
Teachers deserve raises. We
need to fund the implementation
plan for Medicaid managed care
that Cooper’s own administration has devised. We should move
forward with high-priority infrastructure projects included in the
legislature’s new budget.
I believe the teacher-pay and
school-construction disputes can
likely be resolved in a split-thedifference fashion. But whether to
expand Medicaid has never been
a “how much to spend” question.
It’s a yes-or-no question. It was
always going to be difficult territory to negotiate. Now, with work
requirements struck down by the
federal courts as impermissible,
that territory is completely impassable.
Yes, I know that the governor, his aides, and many North
Carolina progressives remain
unable to fathom why anyone would forego “free” federal
money for Medicaid expansion. I
think conservative policymakers
and analysts have explained their
case well. But I also know there is
a sort of political language barrier
here. If you don’t share conservative assumptions about the proper
role of government, the proper
relationship between Washington
and the states, and the corrosive
effects of the welfare state, even
a long explanation may leave you
puzzled.
Doesn’t matter. As a practical
matter, expansion is now off the
table. Time to “move on,” one
might say.
John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chairman
of the John Locke Foundation and appears
on “NC SPIN,” broadcast statewide Fridays
at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 12:30 p.m. on
UNC-TV.

Bloomberg’s disastrous debate
performance capped catastrophic week

I

Endorsing Day

Gloucester, N.C.
Feb. 21, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:
Merci beaucoup to everyone who
helped make the 28th Gloucester
Mardi Gras a great success! Thanks
to all who provided refreshments,
Kings Cakes, ingredients for the
gumbos, and turkey to fry. Thank
you to the serving krewe, the merch
tent krewe, and all who helped
set up the site and clean up. We
appreciate the many musicians who
donated their talents for the dancers. Congratulations to the 2019
Gloucester Mardi Gras King and
Queen! Thank you all!
BARBARA and BRYAN BLAKE

Stacy, N.C.
February 20, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:
I know everyone has heard the
old saying if you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything.
Well, I try to live by that rule.
Often times, I do not comment on
things because I know I cannot say
something nice. Tonight I would
like to share something nice. I
want to publicly endorse Travis
Day for re-election for the district
four school board seat.
I was elected to the Carteret
County School Board in November
2018, and what a learning experience it has been for the past year.
Travis Day has been a great asset
to the current board; if he is not
studying spreadsheets or analyzing information he is asking good,
hard questions for the betterment
of all children.
Thursday, February 27, there
will be a free meet and greet at
Southern Salt restaurant in downtown Morehead City from 5:30 to
7:00 pm. I invite everyone to come
out and meet Travis. He is a nice
person, a conservative, a school of
business professor who supports
partisan school board elections. I
also support Jerry Buttery, another
conservative who is running for
the district two school board seat;
he will be at the meet and greet on
the 27th. Please come out meet the
candidates.
KATHRYN SMITH
CHADWICK

Pine Knoll Shores
Feb. 20, 2020
TO THE EDITOR:
Regarding the Democrat debates… it needs to be said that the
predominant financial problems in
America stem from Clinton’s repeal
of Glass / Steagall - allowing banks
to use depositors’ funds to compete
with private businesses like insurance, real estate, stock brokerage or
any business, and Obama’s implementation of Dodd/Frank - pushing
banks to foreclose on hometown
American businesses, so the bankers’ buddies, Vulture funds & DC
Pols can buy them up with low interest Federal Reserve QE loans).
That incestuous linkage, devastates main street America while
making the DC politicians, and Wall
Street Banksters wildly wealthy.
Example: Obama went in a modest community organizer and came
out a mega, mega, millionaire.
So much for Dems helping the
middle class. : )
BILL PRICE

Court decision should
produce budget deal

inaction of the CBOE — or any
local board’s actions. The challenge is to assess the Big Picture
— which takes time, effort and
objectivity.
As a scientist I’m a detail-oriented person, trained to be driven
by the facts — so such an analysis
comes somewhat easier to people
of my profession.
Regarding the upcoming
CBOE elections I can say this: I
have gotten to know Travis Day,
and have a good idea of his competence, integrity, and academic
objectives.
There is no doubt that anyone
genuinely looking at a balanced
assessment of the local education
matter would find Travis to be
a major net asset to the Carteret
education system and our comWASHINGTON —
munity.
t took only minutes for the
Please cast your vote on the
pummeling of former New
very important Primary Day —
York mayor Mike Bloomberg
and keep the word “balanced” in
to
commence at Wednesday’s
mind.
Democratic
presidential debate.
JOHN DROZ , JR.

Merci beaucoup
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“I’d like to talk
about who we’re
running against,
a billionaire who
calls
women
‘fat broads’ and
‘horse-faced
lesbians,’”
Sen. Elizabeth
Marc
Warren, D-Mass.,
declared. “And, Thiessen
no, I’m not talking about Donald
Trump. I’m talking about Mayor
Bloomberg.”
Bloomberg stood there like a
deer in headlights as his rivals
went after him for his demeaning comments about women, his
nondisclosure agreements with
female employees who accused
him of sexual harassment and
gender discrimination, his stopand-frisk policy, his opposition
to Obamacare, his past support
for Republican candidates and his
attempt to buy the Democratic
nomination. He had no clever
retorts, much less competent
responses. It was painful to watch.
Not since Jeb Bush stumbled over
a question in 2015 on whether
the war in Iraq was a mistake
has a candidate been so woefully
unprepared for such an obvious
line of questioning. Bloomberg
never smiled. He rolled his eyes.
He was not likable or prepared.
His best moments came during
the long stretches in which the
other candidates attacked one
another while he effectively disappeared from the debate.
Was it a mortal blow? Never
count out anyone who has billions of dollars to burn. But
Bloomberg’s disastrous debate
performance capped a catastrophic
week in which his effort to claim

the electability lane was severely
damaged.
To beat President Trump,
Democrats must do three things:
First, they must energize African
American voters who turned out
for Barack Obama but failed to
do so for Hillary Clinton. Second,
they must win back blue-collar
Democrats who voted twice for
Obama but switched to Trump in
2016. And third, they must hold
onto the votes of suburban women
who defected from the GOP in the
2018 midterm elections.
Bloomberg is alienating all three
groups.
The audio of Bloomberg’s 2015
speech in which he defends targeting minorities for police stops will
make it hard to woo black voters.
What Bloomberg said was not a
defense of stop-and-frisk; it was
a defense of racial profiling. Big
difference. Under stop-and-frisk,
police needed to have a “reasonable suspicion” that the individual
they were stopping and frisking
had a weapon, but Bloomberg said
“male, minorities, 15 to 25” was
enough for reasonable suspicion.
“You can just take [that] description, Xerox it and pass it out to all
the cops,” he said. That is racial
profiling, plain and simple. Add to
that Bloomberg’s comments that
getting rid of “redlining” - a discriminatory housing practice that
denied mortgages to residents of
poor, minority neighborhoods - was
to blame for the 2008 financial crisis, and it’s hard to see how he can
generate the Obama-level African
American turnout Democrats need
to win.
It’s hard to see how he can win
back blue-collar voters in the key
swing states that put Trump in the
White House when Bloomberg has
appeared to suggest that farmers
and factory workers lack the brain
power to succeed in the information economy. “I could teach anybody, even people in this room, so
no offense intended, to be a farmer.

... You dig a hole, you put a seed
in, you put dirt on top, add water,
up comes the corn,” Bloomberg
declared, adding that factory work
was just as simplistic. But in the
information economy, Bloomberg
said, “you have to have a lot more
gray matter.” It has become a common insult to tell working-class
Americans they should “learn to
code,” but Bloomberg implied they
didn’t have enough “gray matter”
to learn to code.
Then there are allegations of
Bloomberg’s mistreatment of
women, which would follow him
into the general election and neutralize any advantage Democrats
might have had over Trump with
suburban Republican women.
Bloomberg’s alleged history of
making lewd and sexist comments
to women, as well as lawsuits accusing him of presiding over a culture
of sexual harassment and degradation at his company, Bloomberg
LP, will not go away, nor will
his refusal to release women who
made allegations from the nondisclosure agreements that were
put in place as part of legal settlements. As we saw on Wednesday,
he was paralyzed when challenged
with specific comments attributed
to him or demands that he release
women to tell their side of the
story.
Bloomberg is seeking to pick up
the mantle of electability from former Vice President Joe Biden. But
Biden’s electability claim rested on
the argument that he could bring
back the coalition that put Obama
in the White House. Bloomberg is
anathema to virtually every element of the Obama coalition. At
the Nevada debate, Bloomberg
said the question for Democrats is
“Who can beat Donald Trump?”
Based on his performance, it’s not
at all clear that he is the answer.
Marc Thiessen writes for The Washington Post
on foreign and domestic policy. He is a fellow
at the American Enterprise Institute, and the
former chief speechwriter for President George
W. Bush. He is a Fox News contributor.

