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CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

Age: 67
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Bedford, Va., and 
currently Raleigh. 

Education 
and occupation: 

Doctorate in edu-
cation leadership 
and policy, N.C. 
State University; 
master’s in voca-

Carteret County News-Times Election Guide: Primaries 2016

Why are you a standout candi-
date to oversee our public school 
system? 

My work as state superintendent has 
resulted in many positive results for 
North Carolina’s children. When I was 
first elected as state superintendent, 
our high school graduation rate was 68 
percent. Last school year, we reached 
an all-time high of nearly 86 percent. 
Over 35 percent of the high school 
class of 2015 graduated with college 
credit – a savings to parents, taxpayers 
and students – as a result of my work 
with the General Assembly, commu-
nity college system and other partners. 
More third graders are reading well. 

Please identify a few ways we 
can improve public school for all 
students during often tumultuous 
budget cycles. 

Make an investment in the educa-
tor workforce by increasing teacher 
salaries, developing opportunities for 
teacher leadership and providing pro-
fessional development for educators to 
keep up to date. 

Change our testing and accountabil-
ity system now that the U.S. Congress 
has passed the “Every Student Succeeds 
Act” that gives greater flexibility to 
states and the General Assembly to 
determine North Carolina’s public 
school destiny. 

Continue to carry out the North 
Carolina technology plan that has 
been funded, in part, by the General 
Assembly. 

Invest in quality pre-school pro-
grams for our most vulnerable chil-
dren.

Continue to focus on each child 
reading well by the end of third grade. 

Are you in favor of funding teach-
er assistant positions statewide in 
elementary grades? Why or why 
not? 

Yes, I am in favor of teacher assistant 
positions for K-3 classrooms. I have 
visited hundreds of North Carolina 
elementary classes where I have seen 
firsthand the value of teacher assis-
tants. They assist students in becom-
ing better readers. They help students 
who become ill and have to leave the 
classroom. They assist students with 
special needs. They enable teachers to 
give extra help and assistance to strug-
gling students.

How can the state better balance 
public school resources and resourc-
es for charter schools? 

As required by North Carolina state 
law, all charter schools are a part of the 
public school system. Consequently, 
state laws require that all dollars and 
educator positions appropriated to 
local school district public schools 
are also appropriated to public charter 
schools … How resources are bal-
anced between public charter schools 
and local school district schools is a 
General Assembly decision.  

*This submission was trimmed 
for space.

JUNE ATKINSON
Contact information: 

Website, drjuneatkinson.com; email, 
info@drjuneatkinson.com; Twitter, @drju-
neatkinson; Facebook, June Atkinson; mail-
ing, P.O. Box 6147, Raleigh, N.C. 27628; 

and phone, 919-818-7209.

JUNE ATKINSON (D) HENRY J. PANKEY (D) ROSEMARY STEIN, M.D. (R)

Democratic and Republican race for NC Superintendent of Public Schools
MARK JOHNSON (R) J. WESLEY SILLS (R)

Why are you a standout candi-
date to oversee our public school 
system? 

I have 40 years of national-
ly acclaimed professional school 
improvement expertise. As the recipi-
ent of over 100 awards, my passionate 
commitment continues to grow infi-
nitely stronger. 

Outstanding achievements include: 
extraordinary local, state and national 
school improvement records validated 
by DPI and news outlets; received over 
100 awards for my work with admin-
istrators, teachers, counselors, staff, 
students and community-based orga-
nizations; passionate and dedicated to 
the improvement of public schools; 
determined to turn around all N.C.’s 
500+ low preforming schools; fully 
supports the NCAE and was 2012 state 
assistance principal of the year; nation-
al school improvement consultant and 
motivational speaker; retired principal, 
but has been working for Winston-
Salem Forsyth County School as an 
assistant principal since 2005. 

Please identify a few ways we 
can improve public school for all 
students during often tumultuous 
budget cycles. 

Remove Common Core and bring 
back common sense. 

Are you in favor of funding teach-
er assistant positions statewide in 
elementary grades? Why or why 
not? 

Teacher assistance in K-12 grades 
is essential to the academic enhance-
ment of low performing students, 
ESL pupils, individuals with learn-
ing disabilities and behavior problems, 
improving reading and math compre-
hension, as well as the overall achieve-
ment of all children. 

How can the state better balance 
public school resources and resourc-
es for charter schools? 

We need to review how we are using 
current money and resources in public 
and charter schools, as well as holding 
each to the same standards.  

Age: 64
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Laurinburg and 
Durham

Education 
and occupation: 

M.A., University 
of Maryland; 
Brooklyn 
College gradu-
ate diploma of 

HENRY  PANKEY
Contact information: 

Website, henryjpankey.com

Why are you a standout candi-
date to oversee our public school 
system? 

I’m a former teacher. I’m an elect-
ed, local education official and I’m a 
father. I’ve experienced all aspects of 
the education challenges we face in 
N.C. and none of the other Republicans 
share that firsthand experience. 

Please identify a few ways we 
can improve public school for all 
students during often tumultuous 
budget cycles. 

Teachers NOT testing! We must 
reform the burdensome system of over-
testing created by the incumbent. 

21st century preparation! We must 
increase the smart, measured imple-
mentation of technology in all class-
rooms. 

Trust locals NOT bureaucrats! We 
must have greater support for local 
education leaders instead of the one-
size-fits-all approach from Raleigh by 
revamping N.C. professional develop-
ment for educators. 

Are you in favor of funding teach-
er assistant positions statewide in 
elementary grades? Why or why 
not? 

I think every school district is differ-
ent. Your question falls into the trap of 
“one-size-fits-all” approach taken by 
Raleigh for too long. We need to give 
local districts more control of their 
funding rather than attaching strings. 
Some might want to use that funding 
for teacher assistants and others might 
have other needs. For example, what 
if we allow local education leaders to 
use that funding for worthwhile pro-
fessional development to train reading 
coaches for the students? Some coun-
ties might need that resource more if 
we are going to hit our goal of all third 
graders reading at grade level. 

How can the state better balance 
public school resources and resourc-
es for charter schools? 

Most charter schools are a blessing 
for their students. However, if a charter 
school is not hitting its marks, it should 
be held accountable just like we should 
hold public schools accountable. 

Age: 32
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Winston-Salem
Education 
and occupation: 

Undergraduate 
from Emory 
University and 
UNC-Chapel 
Hill School of 
Law. Currently 

MARK JOHNSON
Contact information: 

Email mark@remarkableschoolsnc.com

Why are you a standout candi-
date to oversee our public school 
system?

I am the only current classroom 
teacher on the ballot. I see daily what 
works and does not work for our 
students. I see policies from DPI that 
do not work and do not help stu-
dents learn. I live daily the one-size-
fits-all approach to public education 
we have and how that is failing our 
students. Low-performing students do 
not receive the help they need and 
high-achieving students do not receive 
challenges that benefit them. I have 
common sense solutions, not Common 
Core problems, to make our public 
education system student-centered. 

Please identify a few ways we 
can improve public school for all 
students during often tumultuous 
budget cycles.

We must return to student-centered 
instruction. We need to scrap our one-
size-fits-all approach and tailor our 
classes to meet our students. We must 
stop forcing students who are not col-
lege bound to take irrelevant classes. 
We need to go back to teaching study 
skills in middle school, we need to 
encourage more vocational training 
in high school to include high-tech 
manufacturing trades and agri-science, 
and we need to stop testing as much 
as we do in all grade levels. These 
common sense and business-friendly 
ideas are not expensive. It just requires 
Republican leadership. 

Are you in favor of funding teach-
er assistant positions statewide in 
elementary grades? Why or why 
not? 

I am in favor and want to expand the 
role of teacher assistants in elemen-
tary grades. I want teacher assistants 
to have skills, training and financial 
incentives to further assist the teacher 
in teaching reading and other literacy 
skills to students who need extra help. 
Too many students enter kindergarten 
unprepared for various reasons, mostly 
related to low socio-economic home 
life. We cannot brush these kids aside 
when it is not their fault of the home 
life they have. We must do what is 
necessary to get these kids to grade 
level reading. 

How can the state better balance 
public school resources and resourc-
es for charter schools?

Charter schools are public schools, 
but my platform focuses on reforming 
traditional public schools. My platform 
calls for doing what is necessary to fix 
our broken traditional public school 
system. If my plans are implement-
ed in their entirety, traditional public 
schools will be parents’ first choice. 
I am the product of traditional public 
education and my family, including 
my late mother, taught at traditional 
public schools. I currently teach at a 
traditional public school. 

Age: 34
Hometown and 
current residence:

Dunn
Education 
and occupation: 

B.A. in politi-
cal science and 
several second-
ary education 
classes at UNC-
Wilmington, 

J. WESLEY SILLS
Contact information: 

Website jwesleysills.org or email 
wes@sills4ncsuper.org

Why are you a standout candi-
date to oversee our public school 
system? 

I am the only candidate who is 
committed to removing Common 
Core from North Carolina schools. 
Common Core was initially stared as a 
common set of minimum standards for 
all children in America. Unfortunately, 
it was transformed into a curriculum 
that does not match the development 
of the child’s brain. To use an analogy, 
Common Core builds the roof of the 
house before it clears the ground and 
lays the foundation. This sets our chil-
dren up to receive a failing education. 
It is my intention to replace Common 
Core with classical education. North 
Carolina children will return to learn-
ing to read with phonics. Phonics has 
been proven superior to the block/
sight word reading method. Our chil-
dren will also return to the time-tested 
method to learn math that all older 
North Carolinians were taught. No par-
ent should have to take a class to help 
their child or grandchild with second 
grade math.

I was born in New York to legal 
immigrant Dominican parents. My first 
language was Spanish. When I went to 
first grade, I did not know English and 
was immediately immersed. Children 
at that age easily learn languages, as 
we all know. I was immersed two other 
times in two other countries so that 
now I am fluent in three languages. If 
elected, I will work to change North 
Carolina English as a second language 
program to one that is immersion-
based. This will decrease time spent 
learning English. It will allow these 
children to remain in class so that they 
do not miss the important lessons of 
reading and math, and it will ensure 
that they have the best possible chance 
to graduate. 

For too long, candidates for super-
intendent have focused on the admin-
istration of the Department of Public 
Instruction. I am concerned about the 
product that the department is produc-
ing. That product should be excellent, 
developmentally sound education that 
matches the child’s ability to learn 
at certain ages. Being an excellent 
administrator of a company that pro-
duces a bad product is not my goal in 
running for superintendent.

Each North Carolina child deserves 
a first class education!

*Ms. Stein declined to answer 
the other questions included in our 
survey. 

Age: 51
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Snow Cap
Political 
experience: 

I am a pedia-
trician, not a 
politician. I do 
not feel that 
being a politi-
cian should be a 

ROSEMARY STEIN, M.D.
Contact information: 

Website, DrRosemaryStein.com or on Facebook, 
Rosemary Stein, MD

tional and techni-
cal education, Virginia Tech; B.S. 
in business education, Radford 
University; and honorary doctorate, 
Campbell University. Former busi-
ness teacher at the high school and 
community college levels, education-
al administrator and currently, state 
superintendent of public instruction. 

Political 
experience: 

Elected as superintendent of public 
instruction in 2004, 2008 and 2012.

supervision and administration; 
and B.F.A., UNC-Chapel Hill 
School of the Arts. Currently assis-
tant principal with Winston-Salem 
Forsyth County School System 
since 2005. 

Political 
experience: 

Active in the N.C. Association of 
Educators. 

in-house lawyer for a technology 
company. 

Political 
experience: 

Elected school board member for 
the Winston-Salem Forsyth school 
system, one of the largest in North 
Carolina. 

May 2004. Currently a high school 
civics and economic teacher, 
August 2012-present. 

Political 
experience: 

Volunteer in Harnett County GOP 
as a teenager, volunteer in New 
Hanover County GOP as a college 
student and former chairman of the 
Harnett County GOP (resigned due 
to primary in election.)

career choice. I have served exten-
sively on volunteer boards. I was 
a trustee of Alamance Community 
College for six (years) and was 
chairman of the curriculum com-
mittee. I am on the executive 
committee of the North Carolina 
Partnership for Children (Smart 
Start). I also sit on the Minority 
Health Advisory Committee for 
North Carolina. 

 

“I would ask for your con-
sideration of the purchase of the 
land (even) if the bond issue 
fails,” Dr. Youngblood told the 
board. “… I do think we can 
acquire it in that range.” 

Monday, commissioners 
agreed to tie their support of the 
project to the success of the ref-
erendum and spread the request 
over three fiscal years. 

“We’re not going to upfront the 
state money, we’ll just time our 
money with the state’s,” County 
Finance Director Dee Meshaw 

told commissioners. 
County staff confirmed any 

contribution to the project would 
come from county’s fund bal-
ance.  

Along with the commitment, 
commissioners also authorized 
county staff to sign off on paper-
work allowing the college to 
access $101,000 in state-provided 
planning funds. 

Tuesday, CCC’s board of trust-
ees praised the decision at their 
regular meeting in the McGee 
building on the campus.

“The commissioners showed 
consolidated support because they 
see the value in growing the hos-
pitality and culinary arts program 

in the county,” Chairman Mitch 
Mangum said. “We need to let the 
people know that passing the state 
bond isn’t going to cost taxpayers 
any money, but will tremendously 
benefit our county and state.”

He’s correct on the state tax 
side – N.C. legislators on both 
sides of the aisle have endorsed 
the governor’s total $2 billion 
bond package, saying the 20-year 
bonds can be comfortably paid off 
without additional taxation. 

If North Carolinians vote 
“yes” for the referendum during 
the Tuesday, March 15, primaries, 
the bonds will be sold and pro-
ceeds shelled out to infrastructure 
projects, the state university and 

community college systems and 
state parks.

Dr. Youngblood said if the ini-
tiative proves successful, it would 
be 18 to 24 months before the 
building would be finished. He 
anticipated construction begin-
ning about nine months to a year 
from the time the bond passes.

Contact Jackie Starkey at 
252-726-7081, ext. 232; email 
jackie@thenewstimes.com; or follow 
on Twitter @jackieccnt.   

Contact Cheryl Burke at 
252-726-7081, ext. 255; email 
cheryl@thenewstimes.com; or follow 
on Twitter @cherylccnt.   

CCC
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Poll workers will only be 
checking names, photos and 
expirations, and will not be 
looking for matching address-
es or any other information 
on the license or ID. 

Free photo identifica-
tions are available through 
state Department of Motor 
Vehicles branches. Residents 
are encouraged to take suf-
ficient paperwork to prove 
their identity to the DMV, 
such as utility bills and birth 
and marriage certificates. 

State officials are awaiting 
the final verdict from suits 
involving the 2013 changes 
to North Carolina’s voting 
laws.

Regardless, county election 
officials said they are train-
ing poll workers and prepar-
ing to take voters beginning 
with one-stop early voting on 
Tuesday, March 3. 

Absentee ballots may 
already be requested and 
returned to the BOE office. 

Contact Jackie Starkey at 
252-726-7081, ext. 232; email 
jackie@thenewstimes.com; or 
follow on Twitter @jackieccnt.

Deadline
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http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1A&uuid=f66f5d23-3598-5f51-a1eb-14beeea2776e
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