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Age: 49
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Raleigh.
Education and occupation: 

B.A., Dartmouth; J.D., 
Harvard Law; and M.P.P., 
Harvard Kennedy School 
of Government. Currently 
counsel at Smith, Moore, 
Leatherwood LLP. 

Political experience: 
Four-term state senator rep-
resenting Wake County. 

JOSH STEIN
Contact information:                     

Website, joshstein.org, or email, 
info@joshstein.org.

JOSH STEIN (D) MARCUS WILLIAMS (D)

MARCUS WILLIAMS
Contact information:                     

Website, WilliamsForNCAttorneyGen
eral.com.

Age: 62
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Lumberton.
Education and occupation: 

Attorney.
Political experience: 

Three-term precinct 16 chair-
man, Wilmington, 1988-91,  
and third vice chairman of 
the New Hanover County 
Democratic Party, 1991. 

JIM O’NEILL (R)

JIM O’NEILL
Contact information:                     

Email, jim@electjimoneill.com.

Age: 50
Hometown and 
current residence: 

Baldwin, N.Y. and current-
ly, Winston-Salem. 

Education and occupation: 
B.A., Duke University; J.D., 
New York Law School.

Political experience: 
Elected Forsyth District 
Attorney in 2010 and re-
elected, unopposed in 
2014.

Democrats and Republicans for NC Attorney General

What makes you an excep-
tional candidate for attorney 
general? 

Between 2001-08, I served 
as senior deputy attorney gen-
eral for consumer protection in 
the North Carolina Department 
of Justice. During this time, I 
worked to ensure that big corpo-
rations played by the rules and 
treated people fairly. I brought 
and successfully resolved major 
cases against predatory lenders, 
helped run the payday lenders 
out of N.C., took on monopoly 
utilities to keep rates low, draft-
ed and helped enact legislation 
to combat identity theft, abusive 
telemarketing and predatory 
lending and worked to improve 
safety features on social media 
sites to protect kids from sexual 
predators. I know the job of 
attorney general, so I won’t need 
any on-the-job training. 

How would your term as 
attorney general differ from 
the current administration? 

The core responsibility of the 
office is to protect the people of 
North Carolina. Yet the role of 
attorney general is evolving as 
the current legislative leadership 
and governor have make politi-
cal decisions that remove the 
State Bureau of Investigation 
from the Department of Justice 
and to pay millions of taxpayer 

dollars to private outside counsel 
for duplicative legal services to 
those provided by the DOJ. As 
attorney general, I will continue 
to focus on public safety and con-
sumer protection while working 
diligently to respond to the new 
challenges and the ever changing 
needs of the state. 

In what ways would you 
as attorney general fight for 
North Carolina consumers? 

As attorney general, I will pro-
tect families across N.C. by crack-
ing down on violent crime and 
reducing repeat crime through 
effective prisoner re-entry pro-
grams. I will protect seniors and 
consumers by taking on scam-
mers and corporations that break 
the law and I will protect taxpay-
ers by stamping out Medicaid 
fraud. 

How can the office better 
balance the wants of the gov-
ernor, legislators and the state, 
and applicable rulings coming 
out of other courts? 

I am concerned about the 
increasing politicization of offic-
es of attorney general around 
the country. The office of attor-
ney general should not become 
another front in the partisan polit-
ical battles that are damaging our 
nation’s democracy. To this end, 
I will not use the office to score 
partisan political points. As an 
independent prosecutor, I’ll serve 
the people, not any national party 
or powerful interest. 

*This submission was 
trimmed for space.

What makes you an excep-
tional candidate for attorney 
general? 

I have been blessed with the 
development of a unique combina-
tion of professional skill and exten-
sive civil law and diverse criminal 
law experiences which makes me 
an exceptional candidate to serve 
as N.C. attorney general. As CEO/
executive director of two regional 
legal services programs and of 
statewide Pennsylvania legal ser-
vices – a total of 17 years, I gained 
proven experience in supervising, 
managing, motivating and lead-
ing teams of legal professionals 
in the provision of high-qual-
ity legal services for the poor and 
elderly to address and sustain their 
core survival needs. The types of 
cases included attacking unfair 
and deceptive trade practices, pro-
tecting against predatory lending 
practices and avoiding family and 
small farm foreclosures … Further, 
for more than five years as a public 
defender and eight years as a court 
appointed attorney, I represented 
indigents and tried hundreds of 
criminal cases. 

How would your term as 
attorney general differ from the 
current administration? 

As attorney general, I would be 
more vocal about proposed legisla-
tion which exhibits inherent consti-
tutional defects and more proactive 

in trying to persuade the legisla-
ture to take alternative courses of 
action. This could save millions 
(in) taxpayer money now used 
to defend the legislation which 
is legally infirmed. 

In what ways would you 
as attorney general fight for 
North Carolina consumers? 

We would fight for N.C. con-
sumers in two distinct ways. 
First, we will protect the public 
against illegal scams and preda-
tory practices. Second, we would 
be more aggressive in shutting 
down the use of no bid contracts. 
There are many N.C. vendors 
and providers of services that 
should be considered through a 
more open process, especially 
when the no bid contracts are 
awarded to out of state, for-profit 
entities. Each department will 
be held accountable to conduct 
due diligence in the awarding of 
contracts. 

How can the office better 
balance the wants of the gov-
ernor, legislators and the state, 
and applicable rulings coming 
out of other courts? 

The attorney general and 
the Department of Justice have 
duties prescribed by legislative 
statutes as authorized through 
the N.C. Constitution. We will 
fulfill those responsibilities pur-
suant to prevailing law and at 
the same time, safeguard the best 
interests of all of the people. 

*This submission was 
trimmed for space.

What makes you an excep-
tional candidate for attorney 
general? 

I have the experience to keep 
the citizens of North Carolina safe. 
I have been a prosecutor for nearly 
20 years. To be the top prosecu-
tor for the state, prior experience 
and an excellent track record are 
essential. 

How would your term as 
attorney general differ from the 
current administration? 

I would encourage my deputy 
attorney generals to work with the 
General Assembly to help craft 
legislation that does not have 
unintended consequences. We 

have some of the brightest legal 
minds in the AG’s office and we 
should take advantage of their 
knowledge. 

In what ways would you 
as attorney general fight for 
North Carolina consumers? 

I have been representing vic-
tims of crime for 20 years, first 
as an assistant district attorney 
and then as elected district attor-
ney. I know what it feels like to 
have advocated for victims and 
will continue to do so. 

How can the office better 
balance the wants of the gov-
ernor, legislators and the state, 
and applicable rulings coming 
out of other courts? 

As attorney general, I will fol-
low the laws of North Carolina 
just like I do every day in my 
current position. 

BUCK NEWTON (R)
Political experience: 

State Senator for N.C.’s 11th 
District – Johnston, Nash 
and Wilson counties. 
*The News-Times made 

multiple attempts, but failed 
to obtain a candidate ques-
tionnaire from Mr. Newton’s 
campaign. 
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